TOWNSHIP OF FREMONT
COUNTY OF TUSCOLA
MAYVILLE, MICHIGAN 48744
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
October 22, 2012


Board Present:  Frank Ellicott, Ken Bragg, James Holmes, Gerald Brown, Soleiman Seghatoleslami Board Absent:  None


Guest:  Amy Holbrook – ZBA Secretary, Henry Wymore, Lyle Fryers, Scott Dorman – Rep. for G.C. Express, and Rep. from Adamczyk Electric.  









Meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. by Bragg.  


Minutes:  Motion by Ellicott, seconded by Brown to approve the November 3, 2011, minutes – motion carried. 

Bragg stated that the purpose of the meeting is due to a request from G.C. Express / Marlette Oil & Gas Company to put up a second principal sign that would be approximately 145 square feet in size. The Zoning Ordinance (Section 13.06-I-1 & 2) states that only one principal sign is allowed on a Commercial Zoned property and that it can be no larger then 120 square feet. 

Public Comments:  None


Scott Dorman (G.C. Express representative) - explained that the larger sign is needed on M46 so that it will be visible from both directions of M46 and also the traffic traveling southbound on M24.  He said the sign would help so that people are informed about the prices.  He also stated that a larger sign is needed because of the hill on the east side which would make it difficult for westbound traffic to know the business is there until they top the hill.  He stated that the other sign they will have will be placed on M24 and will be visible from both directions of M24.  

Board Discussion: 
Bragg mentioned that per a letter received by Lyle Fryers from MDOT that they cannot put just one sign up on the corner because it cannot be placed in the clear vision area of the corner.  MDOT also stated that they require all signs to be placed more than 30 feet from the edge of the roadway (or from the white line along the edge) on highways w/o barrier-type curbs. On highways with barrier curbs, the signs must be more than three feet from the back of the curb.  Henry Wymore stated that per Gary Howell (twp. attorney) this is a unique situation as it is the only intersection like this in the township.    

Motion:  Motion made by Holmes, seconded by Ellicott to grant the variance to G.C. Express for the 145 sq. ft. second primary sign on M46 due to the M46 traffic and due to trying not to cause hardship on the company as this is the only piece of property in the township with this situation and there is a hill to the east of the business and to help public safety as allowed in Section 18.03 of the Fremont Township Zoning Ordinance.  Roll call vote:  Holmes-yes, Brown-yes, Ellicott-yes, Bragg-yes, Soleiman-yes.  Motion unanimously approved.

Board Discussion:
Board discussed the fact that according to the print, the sign on M24 is not 10’ off the road right of way which is required in the ordinance.  Scott Dorman stated that they cannot move the sign back 10’ due to the power lines that are directly behind where they wish to place the sign.  It was discussed that as of today, they were not sure what the requirements would be from Thumb Electric and so they would like a variance to put the sign where it is currently listed on the print unless Thumb Electric requires it to be further from the power lines.  

Motion:  Motion made by Holmes, seconded by Brown to grant the variance to G.C. Express for the requested M24 sign to be on the edge of the road right of way instead of the 10’ setback required by the township as long as they follow the MDOT and Thumb Electric guidelines.  The variance is granted due to the fact that they cannot meet the township’s 10’ setback requirement because of the power lines and the variance is granted according to Section 18.03 of the Fremont Township Zoning Ordinance.  Roll call vote:  Holmes-yes, Brown-yes, Ellicott-yes, Bragg-yes, Soleiman-yes.  Motion unanimously approved.

Meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by



Amy L. Holbrook, Secretary

